Chapter 7 by Oliver Smith


7. The Website

www.uclstepup.wordpress.com


The group project brief stated that “The group is required to produce a website to document the design process from conception of prototypes to final implementation, and host a video of their robot in action completing the challenge.” To that end I aimed to produce a comprehensive and easily navigable website to present the progress of Group 1 in all aspects of the project.


I decided to go for a WordPress account [8.1], as not only is the hosting free, but it also provides a neat template to build on so that a site can be quickly and easily updated. It’s also flexible in terms of adding different features as you progress, such as calendars and photo galleries. The main reason I decided to go with WordPress over similar website building programmes is because of the universal popularity of the design throughout the internet; a WordPress site always has its page navigation tabs along the top of the page, blog on the front and links and special features down the side. This means that any visitors to the UCLStepUp site will already be familiar with where they need to click to find the information they are after. So I created an account for the site, chose an theme that had the right style and customised the header to a more appropriate banner featuring one of Caroline’s step photos.
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Figure 1: Website Screenshot

To set up the site, I created various pages, linking to the participants of the group on one, the project brief on another and a few blank pages named “Meetings (Minutes)”, “The Project”, ”The Robot” and “Background Research” which would collate the relevant blog posts on each topic. The main content on the site was then uploaded as blog posts so that what we had done most recently would appear on the front page of the site and each post would be labelled with a category corresponding to a header page on which I would clearly organise these posts under various subheadings.

The only category that didn’t have a corresponding header was the “Preliminary Work” one which included posts of raw data and survey results that needed to be put into the context of the final report to make sense, but were available to view should any visitor to the site have the desire.

To me there are various advantages to having a website as well as a final report. Not only would it document the various thought processes and alternative avenues the project might have taken that wouldn’t be included in the polished write-up, but it also allowed us to demonstrate the various robot designs we were researching for our background page by embedding youtube videos of them in action for people to watch. With something that depends as much as it does on movement, it was really beneficial to be able to collect together the filmed robot demonstrations that could display the various mechanisms in each design more effectively than a static image.
The slightly less formal nature of the site encouraged me to film a video diary documenting the construction of the robot, the goal of which was to convey the effort and passion of the people taking part. I think it demonstrated the atmosphere and amiability of the people and the project in a way that the bare facts and figures couldn’t express. Although there were criticisms that the video was too casual.
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Figure 2: Video Diary Screengrab

The ultimate aim of the site is not only to present a digital copy of the final report that is clearly organised and easily read, but also to provide more in-depth detail into the creative processes that went into the project as well as an insight into the people who make up Group 1 that might not make it into the official report. Its role is that of a lab book and as such I believe it to be very successful.
