23/11/2024, 16:43 Heritage and the times go hand in hand, and classics and modernity coexist - China Social Sciences Network

Please enter the content

Home > Social Science*Focus > Original

Heritage and the times go hand in hand, classics and
modernity coexist

——Foreign scholars discuss President Xi Jinping's congratulatory letter to the first World
Classical Studies Congress

2024-11-14  Author: Bai Le Liu Yuwei Lian Zhixian Source: China Social Sciences Network - China Social Sciences Daily

oReporters Bai Le, Liu Yuwei and Lian Zhixian

On November 7, President Xi Jinping sent a congratulatory letter to the first World Classical Studies

Font size Conference, which aroused great attention and strong resonance from the international academic community.

e The international academic community generally believes that Chinese classical civilization has nurtured and

- achieved the enduring and everlasting Chinese civilization. Today, as the world enters a new period of turbulence
maller

font and change, the decline, decline and interruption of civilizations are common. In this sense, the inheritance and

— development of classical civilization is of great significance. This academic topic is related to the future of human
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Account human civilization, and the implementation of global, initiatives in his congratulatory letter, in an_incisive and
ccoun

profound way, melted the past and the present, and integrated the East and the West, pointing out the direction
share: for inheriting the Chinese cultural context and deepening classical research. Focusing on the positive signals sent
by this congratulatory letter to the international academic community and the enthusiastic response it
generated, our reporter interviewed a number of foreign scholars. The interviewed scholars said that more than
2,000 years ago, although Confucius and Socrates were thousands of miles apart, they were spiritually
compatible. More than two thousand years later, Chinese and Greek civilizations meet again across space, jointly
exploring the origins and heritage of Eastern and Western civilizations, and jointly promoting the progress and

development of human civilization.
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Yangi Lake International Convention and Exhibition Center.-Photo by our reporter Lv Jiazyo
Demonstrating a broad and far-reaching cultural visioii

Nicola Polloni, associate professor of medieval philosophy at the University of Messina in Italy, carefully read
the full text of President Xi Jinping's congratulatory letter. He said that President Xi Jinping showed a cultural
vision that transcends national boundaries and focuses on the world in his congratulatory letter, which is
thought-provoking and inspiring to him: "In his congratulatory letter, President Xi Jinping conveyed a language
with foresight and strategic vision, a language full of respect and goodwill, and a language full of humanism and
rational thinking. The congratulatory letter reflects President Xi Jinping's high attention to deepening the study
of classical civilization and promoting exchanges and mutual learning among civilizations. This way of observing

civilization from a global perspective shows a broad and far-reaching cultural vision."

Simon Mahony, Emeritus Professor of Digital Humanities at the Department of Information Studies at
University College London and Visiting Professor of Information Management at Peking University, believes that
President Xi Jinping's congratulatory letter is profound and powerful, and is of great significance to the first
World Classics Congress, reflecting President Xi Jinping's firm support and deep concern for the conference.
"Through this Classics Congress, people from all over the world gathered together for face-to-face exchanges,
which constituted a new starting point for dialogue between different civilizations. China has always attached
great importance to the inheritance of classics. The study of classics in China has a long history and a deep
academic tradition. Now, President Xi Jinping's congratulatory letter sends a signal that China will continue to

actively commit to the inheritance and development of classics and carry it forward."
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cultural figure, said Anil Kumar Singh, assistant professor of Greek at the School of Language, Literature and

Cultural Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, India.

"After reading the full text of the congratulatory lettertichighly appreciate the friendly gesture shown by
President Xi Jinping in the field of Chinese classical studies and even global classical civilization. President Xi
Jinping treats the issues and civilization studies of all mankind with a high degree of cultural awareness and
diplomatic prudence. Many international cultural researchers believe that he is a leader who deeply values and is
committed to spreading traditional ideas and value systems, and can be compared with the concept of
"philosopher" proposed by Plato. President Xi Jinping's explanation of classical civilization is rational and
objective, showing a kind of cultural sensitivity and diplomatic talent. | sincerely congratulate President Xi
Jinping and the Chinese academic leadership team for successfully facilitating a feast of scholars in the field of
classical studies around the world in Beijing. This is a very important and timely academic exchange. | would like

to extend my warm congratulations on the successful results of this conference.” Singh said.

"Today, many countries, especially Western countries, rely on the use of force to exert influence. This is in
stark contrast to China's advocacy of drawing on ancient wisdom to connect the East and the West and to
integrate China and the outside world. Leaders like President Xi Jinping who rely on the power of civilization to
promote peaceful dialogue between the East and the West are particularly valuable,” said Mangala
Katugampola, professor of archaeology and director of the Heritage Research Center at the University of

Kelaniya in Sri Lanka.

The two great civilizations of China and Greece complement each other
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believes that this statement reveals the important status of Chinese ,and Greek civilizations as the two_ major

sources of human civilization.

llya Kanaev, a Russian researcher at the Department. afiiBhilosophy of Sun Yat-sen University, was deeply
touched by this. He believed that the phrase "mutual radiance and beauty" is very vivid and accurate, showing
President Xi Jinping's profound insights into the mutual relevance of Chinese and Greek civilizations and their
importance to the history of human civilization development. Both China and Greece are ancient civilizations
with a long history and splendid culture. In the long process of human history, they have created civilizations
with their own characteristics and identities. Although the two civilizations have different origins, they are

internally integrated and highly compatible, and have many commonalities and similarities in essence.

"The period of China's 'hundred schools of thought' bursting forth was precisely the golden age of ancient
Greek philosophy and literature when many great masters emerged. At about the same time, namely China's
pre-Qin period and ancient Greece's 'axial period’, the two cultures on either side of the Eurasian continent
became the basic pillars of East Asian and European civilizations respectively. Chinese classical civilization led the
evolution of East Asian culture, while Greek culture laid the foundation for European civilization and had a wide-
ranging influence on the emergence and development of other civilization factors around the world. Chinese
and Greek civilizations represent the righteousness and spirit of the East and the West respectively, and the

interaction between the two is crucial to the sustainable development and progress of mankind," added Han Yili.

"President Xi Jinping's congratulatory letter highly affirmed the commonalities and integration of Chinese
and Greek civilizations. After reading the full text of the congratulatory letter, it seems as if | can see the collision

of sparks of thought between China and Greece, two ancient countries that are the birthplaces of Eastern and
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emeritus of the-Department of Sinology at the University of Trier.in,Germany,

Han Yili quoted the famous saying of the Greek literaiy''giant Kazantzakis, "Socrates and Confucius are two
masks of human beings, beneath the masks is the samiecface of human rationality." The wisdom shared by
Socrates and Confucius connects the Acropolis of Athens and the top of Mount Tai, and these two places where

the sages taught and preached were listed as World Heritage by UNESCO in 1987.

Marianna Thoma, assistant professor of ancient Greek literature at the University of Athens, Greece,
participated in the "Walking through China" event held on the eve of the conference. She said, "This event made
me deeply appreciate the commonalities between Chinese and Greek civilizations. For example, the inscribed
oracle bones exhibited in Chinese museums gave me the idea of comparing the oracle bones of ancient China
with the oracle bones of ancient Greece. This will be a very interesting intersection between Chinese and Greek

civilizations."
Respect for global cultural diversity

The cultural context is long, and the past and present are connected. In the imprint of history, various
civilizations have blossomed with their own brilliance. In his congratulatory letter, President Xi Jinping
mentioned: "The stars of classical civilization are shining, constantly nourishing and inspiring future
generations.” At the same time, the congratulatory letter emphasized the need to "pay attention to seeking
wisdom and absorbing nutrition from different civilizations" and "willing to work with all parties to implement

the Global Civilization Initiative."
SURIEXTILRZR G, iRkE], H3L b, HEYIAERTHEMEARNEE, EEEMBARIEHHMBEIREIIRT, kMh

Heritage and the times go hand in hand, classics and modernity coexist

https://www.cssn.cn/skgz/bwyc/202411/t20241114 5802329.shtml

6/10


https://www.cssn.cn/xxzx/
https://www.cssn.cn/xszg/
https://www.cssn.cn/zkzg/
http://v.cssn.cn/#/index
https://www.cssn.cn/dkzgxp/
https://sz.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/gjgc/
https://www.cssn.cn/kgxc/
https://www.cssn.cn/ggzp/
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/

23/11/2024, 16:43

Heritage and the times go hand in hand, and classics and modernity coexist - China Social Sciences Network

&, PAFR—&, ZHES, ERIEEY. XISk HZHEENSESE, SHAEREARRZRG], Wittt
FARBRMRE., " XFEERE.

B=FERFcE, "REFECTREBELITFEREN TARMPELZEREHIAR. ESSTRIREE. TEE
MERIRTR), MERURBIARERER— Mk, BERELLMPSLRCRIE—=T. B, HEXBENAE AR
HEXWIE, WTRBAXDENEREEAUEERNMME. JEFEFET023F3/RHR £REN BEITE
PRt =BT IZIATTRIEENS, AAKHRRSCEE, RRE, BEAKREM TiEmR" .

MAUIATS, IEFERERRBESIRIUPRE RS, XSMSERL TR "XRLEIE" 5 "SEMR
18" FEREFRARIEL. —BLK, FENXHEFRLARE. 88, FER, X XUSESIHERAMEMR TS B ERM
. BEFRLCE, PEEETHAFENRIAREESE, BATKELEHERS S BB LRIRN.

BELHIFHRISIE

LHPAFRFEERESS. LFEHRERER. BRHAFHRNESE, TEHHEPARINS, B—ITHEEME
ZRUESS., "HERUERFEBRRESERFMRAIES. " IEFEREERETRBRE T hEFARAIERERIET.

RRUE, IRFEINN, JAFERNX—BIETOEEEVE, "BREHHEFHARNGESR" SEERREHER. I
E, AOANBHEFARERTIRIIEE, Bl AsHER, AR, A, JEFEREER "BR" ZF, FIK
TS FIREEFBE D A ARARTES. "B, JEFEEFFAEHNBERLRE. HEXSREEFHEX
k. XERE, HHFARTNEBTEENNA, BANBRTHEAINE, MARERIFCAAERFE S

)

I

MRUGESE, W14, PEEESZIUSIIEEXWRENESHEERFHRERMEBISAR, I, A, JEFERE

Heritage and the times go hand in hand, classics and modernity coexist

https://www.cssn.cn/skgz/bwyc/202411/t20241114 5802329.shtml

7110


https://www.cssn.cn/xxzx/
https://www.cssn.cn/xszg/
https://www.cssn.cn/zkzg/
http://v.cssn.cn/#/index
https://www.cssn.cn/dkzgxp/
https://sz.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/gjgc/
https://www.cssn.cn/kgxc/
https://www.cssn.cn/ggzp/
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/

23/11/2024, 16:43

Heritage and the times go hand in hand, and classics and modernity coexist - China Social Sciences Network

B

S ERRERERRESEFRAES, BALMEKBFIESEE. (BHSERSRIBHSIER, MSEMASRX
BIERAR. BREFAKEMHBIES]. (FAhilYR, FEERTENNHSRE, RNEER "TE" ihE, B2
BTET. BETHRkK. ALEFLERRBNNNRLEZTRERNE, RARAXEPENAT, APE—IREEARFKR
ENEFERHNE.

WTHEFHR, FEBRENEKG. —HHE, FHEETIFR, SEARNGEINASIASN, B—HE, FH—
SHIEARME, EoHlPRA—TIRENSKEANER, HESE—IETEm. 5 BEREINHHRER, X2—I
IRERES, KIBEEERIZIES. EXFBEHINFEAZE L, FREFRFRDSTHR, BREWOSED. " B#E—
5.

ARSI TERD R R R

FADHHEZANENGZE, BRASZE. MLk, SRAELEIT. "FERRENDTHNBERK
R", "EFERAHEEIERISM, © JITFERVERE, LR T PEN TR EHMEESIABRNEEES.

MALZR, XERINEALIZF#E, EESHAHENR " . BE "KE" , NsREHERD. Eae

WREFIEBEM S BART A BRI AR, XSRS RE, HERA. ERHRHA, AIREMESR
WAL EEZRIKR, MIASRIRITZE, B— P XFALXRESENEAWRR. JAFEREEMSFHETRE T
—R, FRXMREAERETILUEEL.

"R SR RERSERZ IR, HERFOEIEEMMTESHi. BSTCERHME, AEEEKRE

Heritage and the times go hand in hand, classics and modernity coexist

https://www.cssn.cn/skgz/bwyc/202411/t20241114 5802329.shtml

8/10


https://www.cssn.cn/xxzx/
https://www.cssn.cn/xszg/
https://www.cssn.cn/zkzg/
http://v.cssn.cn/#/index
https://www.cssn.cn/dkzgxp/
https://sz.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/gjgc/
https://www.cssn.cn/kgxc/
https://www.cssn.cn/ggzp/
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/

23/11/2024, 16:43

Heritage and the times go hand in hand, and classics and modernity coexist - China Social Sciences Network

BRI E TR,

BERERAFENF RO R BIE S HURRIME T HEE- HilEE AR (Konstantinos Spanoudakis) 7=, HEX
BRIERARSSRIRERTE, XHEMBRRZIEREINE AR REE. HHRNPEXURRTDEEXERE,
BB AR FIRFAUNMER. SSAMNBRBLEERSITASIEBERTERNBLE~2P. Eit, HHFEETRERAR
REBRTHEEFAEREE. QAHEHERPENGEFNERE—R, BENREZRITRNIER S EESAUREIEIEREL, ik
DEAMRENERML. BRI,

S AT ST L E X

"SEFERIVEEER T FEEBIMERSHNESR, HERETHEFNRFERE, NEBARNBERHARIE
WAHEEN. " MALHFEE, B —RNE SHEFHRNIASRKIALSRIAS P OENXMAH. 50005 FHHhLe
NIRRT ESEFAREM T FERNEHEMINEELT. I MERFREREHE. ek, RHEGEXERY
BEERT. XEESFEPEHASIEEHIRN—R. Bit, FERFHEE CHNHEESRSERTAENAS HEER
Bk — AL R IR EPERI G EES T,

MALLF—EKE], —BLCE, EFRBEEE. SMEESHET, fEREMEERNTERSES SISt
fER, 5S—ERALAKERR, PEMNASKEEXAESEERIEN, ITFERERHF LRI AR EAERERRM,
BREHFYEIR T PEETFHTFRIAE.

"EFEHSRERES T, FIRERES THELENEHARE, MEaPEXHNRREE TEE—E., X—175
AR EATERIANL; ERIEE—ERR, ERERMLEINNMN, HTEERIMUE. ZHEHRIE,
RERE, ZARGRKEETRFENMHASEZEHLRARRDE. BF. 8. XFEFEH, FINFYRILESRC.
SRER . XMAZIEER PRERE BRSNS, FARMEZRE RIS DTWESRRIRERIER. " X(F

Heritage and the times go hand in hand, classics and modernity coexist

https://www.cssn.cn/skgz/bwyc/202411/t20241114 5802329.shtml

9/10


https://www.cssn.cn/xxzx/
https://www.cssn.cn/xszg/
https://www.cssn.cn/zkzg/
http://v.cssn.cn/#/index
https://www.cssn.cn/dkzgxp/
https://sz.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/gjgc/
https://www.cssn.cn/kgxc/
https://www.cssn.cn/ggzp/
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/
https://www.cssn.cn/

23/11/2024, 16:43 Heritage and the times go hand in hand, and classics and modernity coexist - China Social Sciences Network

HEHE=
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Mutual Learning among Civilizations and the Modern Mission of Classical Studies

Classical Studies Should Get Rid of the Fetters of Western Research Paradigms

On the construction of a community with a shared future for mankind from the perspective of Chinese and Greek

civilizations
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