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LONDON WEIGHTING : LATEST
STRIKE ON 12TH MARCH CANCELLED BUT THE FIGHT CONTINUES

UCLUNISON AGM POSTPONED TO 18th MARCH

STOP THE WAR ON IRAQ!

You’re havin’ a laugh, aren’t you?

London HE sector unions met with employers in February in an attempt to resolve our ongoing dispute over London Weighting. A small increase was offered to post-1992 institutions, but the employers in pre-1992 universities (that’s us folks!)  made NO OFFER WHATSOEVER  to increase our paltry London Weighting payments. They seem to think that, after 3 days of strike action with loss of pay, we will simply give up and go away. Yeah, right!

Members in both sections have since been consulted on whether to accept this “offer”. The post-1992 unions have, in a close-run ballot,  accepted theirs, so their part in the dispute is now officially over. However, as those of us in pre-1992 have not had any offer to accept or reject, we are still in official dispute with our employers. At an emergency UCLUNISON branch meeting on 27th February, members reflected the strength of feeling across the pre-1992 sector that this fight must continue and escalate until employers are forced to negotiate with us. UNISON across the region is therefore committed to escalating our strike action – possibly starting with a 2-day strike in the near future – and to ensuring that our colleagues in the AUT and Amicus stay on board with us.

Due to the consultation exercise, the planned strike on March 12th has now been CALLED OFF. However we WILL be taking further strike action in the near future, and members who have taken part in our 3 previous days of action will be entitled to strike pay. Members of UCL UNISON (that’s you!) have been stalwarts of this dispute. Keep up the pressure!

Whether our university is “old” or “new”, we all pay 2003 costs of living and working in London and we all deserve enough London Weighting  to pay for it. Together we can win this dispute.

For up-to-date information see the UCL UNISON website : www.uclunison.org.

AGM POSTPONED

The UCL UNISON Branch AGM has also been put back slightly because of the above proceedings. The AGM will now take place on Tuesday 18th March, 1-2pm, Council Room, Wilkins Building (main site).  This is the one where you elect your branch executives, as well as delegates to other bodies (regional councils, conferences etc). Your workplace reps need to be elected before the AGM, where their election is ratified by the branch. Nominations for posts should be sent to the Chair, Jane Ferrie (jane@public-health.ucl.ac.uk, or c/o Epidemiology Dept, UCL Gower St) by Tuesday 11th March. However, nominations can also be taken at the AGM if none are received beforehand. Some members of the committee will be up for re-election – this is your chance to express your support or dissatisfaction for how well they are doing! – others may be standing down, but either way anyone can stand for these posts. Posts can be shared, which is a good way to gain experience of union work - it is not as daunting as it may seem! For a list of current postholders and vacant posts see www.uclunison.org. 

Please make every effort to attend your AGM – you are entitled to time off work for this. See you there!

STOP THE WAR – FEES NOT BOMBS!

UCL UNISON members were among the millions who took to the streets on February 15th to protest against the impending attack on Iraq. We are affiliated to the UCL Stop the War Coalition, which holds regular meetings and other events at UCL to campaign against this war (see http://www.uclstopwar.org.uk/). Allied bombers have already hit military targets – civilians will be next. The UK government is prepared to spend billions on this brutal war – against the wishes of their own people and Parliament! - whilst telling us there is no money for our wages, for London Weighting, for student fees. At their recent AGM, UCL Students’ Union pledged to take the following action should the bombs begin to drop: 

“To call a boycott of all lectures, advise students to refrain from attendance, and run “teach-ins” on the two days following the start of war.”

UCL staff are asked to co-operate with this, especially academic staff who have been asked for assurances that students taking this stand will not be penalised for missing lectures. Alternatively, lecturers are requested to change the theme of their lectures on that day to an anti-war theme, thus creating a massive “anti-war” teach-in all day at UCL in the place of “business as usual”. This will NOT be just like any other day and business will NOT be as usual.  If this happens, Stop the War coalition is asking workers to show their opposition to war by “downing tools” and walking out in protest. Whilst UNISON cannot officially sanction such action, we have pledged that on that day we will join UCL UNION and UCL Stop the War Coalition at 5pm in the Quad, Gower Street, with our banner, to march to a mass protest at Parliament. (Our contact telephone no. on the day, if you wish to join in later, will be 07719408164).

Workshops against the War

On Tuesday 11th March, from 12-4pm in the EISAI lounge (main site), UCL Stop the War Coalition is holding an afternoon of workshops about the war. Everyone is invited to take part and raise any questions and doubts you may have.
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