Dr Meade McCloughan

University College London 

Spring Term 2005
Twentieth-Century Marxism
Lecture 1: Introduction.  The 2nd International.  Kautsky.
Lecture 2: Revisionism and Kantian Marxism in the 2nd International.
Lecture 3: Lenin, the Russian Revolution and the 3rd International.
Lecture 4: Lukács: the theory of reification.
Lecture 5: Lukács: Hegelian Marxism.
Lecture 6: Lukács: doubts about Hegelian Marxism.
Lecture 7: Lukács: more doubts; the status of Marxism.
Lecture 8: The early Frankfurt School and ‘critical theory’: Horkheimer and Marcuse
Lecture 9: The early Frankfurt School on art and culture: Marcuse, Adorno and Benjamin.
Lecture 10: The early Frankfurt School on history: Benjamin and Adorno.
Focus: German-language philosophical Marxism up to the 1940s
Four approaches: 

1. develop/reflect themes covered in other parts of the Marxism syllabus, in particular: historical materialism, marx and justice;
2. deal with topics not otherwise covered, in particular: aesthetics;

3. link Marxism to other modern european philosophers, in particular: Kant and Hegel;

4. consider the status of Marxism  - as philosophy, science, critical theory.
General overviews
· Kolakowski, Leszek, Main Currents of Marxism: Its Origin, Growth and Dissolution, volumes Two, ‘The Golden Age’ and Three, ‘The Breakdown’, Clarendon Press, Oxford 1978
· Anderson, Perry, Considerations on Western Marxism, New Left Books, London 1976
· McLellan, David, Marxism after Marx, Macmillan 1998
Week One: The Second International and Karl Kautsky

· Kautsky, Karl, The Road to Power, chapters 1-5, tr. Raymond Meyer (Humanities Press, 1996); or http://www.marxists.org/archive/kautsky/1909/power/index.htm
· Kautsky, Karl, Selected Political Writings, ed. Patrick Goode (1983)
· Hilferding, Rudolf, Finance Capital [1910], Preface

· Kolakowski, L., Main Currents of Marxism, vol. 2, chapters 1-3
· Salvadori, M., Karl Kautsky and the Socialist Revolution (NLB 1979)

· Geary, D., Karl Kautsky (1987)

Week Two: Revisionism and Kantian Marxism in the 2nd International
Revisionism

· Bernstein, Eduard, The Preconditions of Socialism [1899] (Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought, 1993), esp. foreword, chapters 1 & 2 and conclusion (pp. 1-46, 189-210).

· Kolakowski, L., Main Currents of Marxism, vol. 2, chapter 4.

Kantian Marxism

· Bauer, Otto, ‘Marxism and ethics’ [1906] (selection), in Austro-Marxism, tr./ed. Bottomore & Goode (Oxford, 1978)
· Kautsky, Karl, Ethics and the Materialist Conception of History [1906], selections in Karl Kautsky: Selected Political Writings, tr./ed. Goode (Oxford, 1983); also http://www.marxists.org/archive/kautsky/1906/ethics/index.htm
· Kolakowski, L., Main Currents of Marxism, vol. 2, chapter 12, §§1-4, 9 (also see entries for ‘Kant’ in the index)

· van der Linden, H., Kantian Ethics and Socialism, ‘Appendix: A Historical Note on Kantian Ethical Socialism’, pp. 291-307.

Week Three: Lenin, the Russian revolution and the 3rd International
· Marx & Engels,‘Preface to the Russian Edition of the Communist Manifesto’ [1882], #45 of Karl Marx Selected Writings, ed. McLellan, pp. 583-584/631-632.

· Lenin, V. I., What is to be Done? [1902], various editions, incl. 1963 Oxford edition, ed. Utechin; also available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1901/witbd/index.htm
· Kolakowski, L., Main Currents of Marxism, vol. 2, chapters 16-18; vol. 3, chapters 1-5

· Cohen, G.A., ‘Marxism after the collapse of the Soviet Union’, The Journal of Ethics 3 (1999) [downloadable], reprinted in the 2nd edn of Karl Marx’s Theory of History (2000) as chapter 15
· Paxton, S., ‘The Communist Manifesto, Marx’s theory of history and the Russian revolution’, chapter 5 of The Communist Manifesto: New Interpretations, ed. M. Cowling (1998)
· Salvadori, M., Karl Kautsky and the Socialist Revolution 1880-1938  (NLB 1979), chapter 8 ‘The ideological crusade against Bolshevism’
Weeks Four to Seven: Georg Lukács

Primary text:

· Lukács, Georg, History and Class Consciousness: Studies in Marxist Dialectics [first published 1923] Merlin 1971
includes 

1967
= ‘Preface to the new edition (1967)’

OM
= ‘What is Orthodox Marxism?’ [March 1919]


RL
= ‘The Marxism of Rosa Luxemburg’ [January 1919]


CC
= ‘Class Consciousness’ [March 1920]


R
= ‘Reification and the Consciousness of the Proletariat’ [1922]


HM
= ‘The Changing Function of Historical Materialism’ [June 1919]


MO
= ‘Towards a Methodology of the Problem of Organization [September 1922]

References will use these codes, along with part/section numbers where needed, and page numbers.

(HCC includes two other pieces, ‘Legality and Illegality’ and ‘Critical Observations on Rosa Luxemburg’s “Critique of the Russian Revolution”’, which I will not be referring to.)

Most of HCC is available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/lukacs/works/history/index.htm  (doesn’t include ‘The Changing Function of Historical Materialism’ and ‘Legality and Illegality’).
Some short extracts from HCC can be found in Marxism: Essential Writings, ed. McLellan (1988), #10; most of ‘Class Consciousness’ is included in The Lukács Reader, ed. Kadarkay (1995), #19; much of HM is included in Critical Sociology: Selected Readings, ed. P. Connerton (Penguin 1976), as #4. 

Other texts by Lukács from the period:
· Lenin: A Study in the Unity of his Thought [first published 1924] NLB 1970
· A Defence of History and Class Consciousness: Tailism and the Dialectic [1925-26] Verso/NLB 2000
· Political Writings 1919-1929: The Question of Parliamentarianism & Other Essays, NLB 1972

Lecture Plan

Week
Lecture
Topic





Reading
4
1

reification




R, Part I; CC; MO

5
2

Hegelianism




R, Parts II & III

6
3

critique of Hegelianism


1967; R again





- alienation/objectification





- over-riding subjectivism






- voluntarism

7
4



- where is the subject?




the status of Marxism



OM; RL; HM

Secondary Reading

· Bell, D., review of Kadarkay, Georg Lukács: Life, Thought and Politics, Times Literary Supplement, 26th July 1991 [lengthy review of a biography of Lukács]

· Berman, M., ‘Georg Lukács’ Cosmic Chutzpah’, chapter 9 of his Adventures in Marxism, pp. 181-206, Verso/NLB, 1999; also in Marcus and Tarr (eds), pp. 137-152 [engaging account of, amongst other things, the impact Lukács’ early work had in the 1960s]

· Eagleton, T., review of A Defence of History and Class Consciousness, London Review of Books, 25.4, 20th February 2003; also in his Figures of Dissent, Verso/NLB 2003, pp. 87-95
· Jay, M., ‘Lukács and the Western Marxist paradigm’, Marxism and Totality: The Adventures of a Concept from Lukács to Habermas, 1984, pp. 81-127
· Kline, G., ‘Class Consciousness and the World-Historical Future: Some Critical Comments on Lukács’ “Will to the Future”’, in Marcus and Tarr (eds), pp. 15-26  [a ‘right Hegelian’ critique]
· Kolakowski, L., Main Currents of Marxism, vol. 3, chapter 7

· Löwy, M., Georg Lukács: From Romanticism to Bolshevism, NLB 1979 [helpful]

· Löwy, M., ‘Lukács and Stalinism’, in Western Marxism: A Critical Reader, ed. New Left Review (1977), pp. 61-80; originally in New Left Review 91, May-June 1975; subsequently included in Löwy, Georg Lukács: From Romanticism to Bolshevism as chapter 5

· Marcus, J. & Tarr, Z. (eds), Georg Lukács: Theory, Culture and Politics, Transaction 1989

· Rees, J., ‘Introduction’, in Lukács, A Defence of History and Class Consciousness  NLB 2000  [pedestrian, but quite helpful]

· Rockmore, T., Irrationalism: Lukács and the Marxist View of Reason, Temple University Press  1992 (esp. chapters 4-6 (on HCC), pp. 79-151)  

· Stedman Jones, G., ‘The Marxism of the Early Lukács’, in Western Marxism: A Critical Reader, ed. New Left Review, NLB 1977, pp. 11-60; originally in New Left Review 70, November-December 1970 [comprehensive critique; not always accurate, but helpful]
Weeks Eight to Ten: The Frankfurt School

ZfS
Zeitschrift für Sozialforschung (1932-1939)

SPSS
Studies in Philosophy and Social Science (1939-1941)

General Secondary Reading
· Dubiel, H., Theory and Politics: Studies in the Development of Critical Theory (1985)

· Held, D., Introduction to Critical Theory: Horkheimer to Habermas (1980)

· Jay, M., The Dialectical Imagination: A History of the Frankfurt School and the Institute of Social Research 1923-1950 (1973)

· Rush, F. (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Critical Theory (2004), especially the contributions by Geuss, Honneth, Rosen and Rush

· Wiggershaus, R, The Frankfurt School: Its History, Theories and Political Significance (1994)
Collections referred to below
A&P
= Aesthetics and Politics, ed. Jameson (1977)

BPSS
= Horkheimer, Max, Between Philosophy and Social Science: Selected Early Writings (1993)

CC
= Adorno and Benjamin, The Complete Correspondence 1928-1940 (1999)

COLA
= Adorno, T. W., Can One Live after Auschwitz? (2003)
CS:SR
= Critical Sociology: Selected Readings, ed. Connerton (1976)
CT
= Horkheimer, Max, Critical Theory: Selected Essays (1972)

CT&S
= Critical Theory and Society: A Reader, eds Bronner & Kellner (1989)

EFSR
= Essential Frankfurt School Reader, eds Arato & Gebhardt (1977)

EoM
= Adorno, T. W., Essays on Music (2002)

I
= Benjamin, Walter, Illuminations (1970)
MM
= Adorno, T. W., Minima Moralia: Reflections from a Damaged Life (1974) 

Neg
= Marcuse, Herbert, Negations: Essays in Critical Theory (1968)

OWS
= Benjamin, Walter, One-Way Street (1979)
SW
= Benjamin, Walter, Selected Writings, volumes 3 & 4 (2002, 2003)
TCI
= Adorno, T. W., The Culture Industry (1991)
Week Eight: The early Frankfurt School and ‘critical theory’ – Horkheimer and Marcuse
Primary texts:

· Horkheimer, ‘Traditional and Critical Theory’ [ZfS 1937], CT, pp. 188-243; also CS:SR, pp. 206-224 (abbreviated)

· Horkheimer, ‘Philosophy and Critical Theory’ [ZfS 1937], CT, pp. 244-252 [as ‘Postscript’]

· Horkheimer, ‘Materialism and Morality’ [ZfS 1933], BPSS, pp. 15-47

· Marcuse, ‘Philosophy and Critical Theory’ [ZfS 1937], Neg #4, pp. 134-158; also CT&S #5
Secondary reading:
· Benhabib, S., Critique, Norm and Utopia (1986), chapter 1§3 and chapter 5

· Habermas, J., The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity (1987), pp. 116-118

· Held, D., Critical Theory (1980), chapters 6 and 14

· Honneth, A., chapter 13 in The Cambridge Companion to Critical Theory (2004), ed. F. Rush

· Hoy, D. C., chapter 4§1 in D. C. Hoy and T. McCarthy, Critical Theory (1994)

· Jay, M., The Dialectical Imagination (1973), chapter 2

Week Nine: The early Frankfurt School on art - Marcuse, Adorno and Benjamin 
Main primary texts:

· Marcuse, ‘The Affirmative Character of Culture’ [ZfS 1937], Neg #3, pp. 88-133
· Benjamin, ‘The Work Of Art in the Age of its Technological Reproducibility’ [ZfS 1936, in French] SW3 #9, pp. 101-133 (1936-1939 version: SW4 #17, p. 251-270; I #9)

· Adorno, letter to Walter Benjamin, 18th March 1936, CC, pp. 127-133; A&P, pp. 120-126

· Adorno, ‘On the Fetish Character in Music …’ [ZfS 1938], EFSR #9; EoM #11; TCI #1
Further primary texts:

· Benjamin, ‘Eduard Fuchs, Collector & Historian’ [ZfS 1937], SW3 #20, pp. 260-302; OWS #16; EFSR #7
· Horkheimer, ‘Art and Mass Culture’ [SPSS 1941], CT, pp. 273-290
· Horkheimer and Adorno, ‘The Culture Industry’, Dialectic of Enlightenment [1944]
· Adorno, ‘Cultural Criticism and Society’ [1949], Prisms; also in CS:SR [complete]

Secondary reading:

· Adams, W., ‘Aesthetics: Liberating the senses’, The Cambridge Companion to Marx, ed. T. Carver (1991)
· Berger, J., Ways of Seeing (1972)
· Habermas, J., ‘Walter Benjamin: Consciousness-Raising or Rescuing Critique’ [1972], in Habermas, Philosophical-Political Profiles (1983); also On Walter Benjamin, ed. G. Smith (1988), pp. 91-128; and New German Critique 17 (1979), pp. 30-59 [difficult]
· Held, D., Critical Theory (1980), chapter 3
· Jay, M., The Dialectical Imagination (1973), chapter 6
· Jay, M., Adorno (1984), chapter 4

Week Ten: The early Frankfurt School on history - Benjamin and Adorno
Primary texts:

· Benjamin, ‘On The Concept Of History’ [written 1940; published by the IoSR 1942], SW4 #24, pp. 389-400; I #10 [as ‘Theses On The Philosophy Of History’]
· Benjamin, ‘Paralipomena to “On The Concept Of History”’,  SW4 #25, pp. 401-411
· Adorno, “Baby with the bath-water” and “Sur L’Eau” [written 1944-45], MM, pp, 43-5, 155-157 (§§22 & 100) 

· Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte (1850), first eight paragraphs: KMSW 300-303/329-332

Secondary reading:

· Honneth, A., ‘A Communicative Disclosure of the Past: On the Relation between Anthropology and Philosophy of History in Walter Benjamin’, New Formations 20 (1993), pp. 83-94; also in The Actuality of Walter Benjamin, eds Marcus and Nead (1998)

· Kittsteiner, H.-D., ‘Walter Benjamin’s Historicism’, New German Critique 39 (1986), pp. 179-215

· Tiedemann, R., ‘Historical Materialism or Political Messianism?’ [1983], in Benjamin: Philosophy, Aesthetics, History, ed. G. Smith (1989), pp. 175-209

· Tiedemann, R., ‘Dialectics at a Standstill: Approaches to the Passagen-Werk’ [1982], in On Walter Benjamin, ed. G. Smith (1988), pp. 260-291
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