GLOSSARY

(aid for the linguistic literature)

(-ROLE (theta role): The thematic relation linking an argument to its predicate and licensing the interpretation of the argument with respect to the predicate. For example, a verb with the argument structure  <(agent (goal (theme)))> assigns an agent, a goal, and a theme theta role. Theta-role assignment must occur locally, within the projection of a predicate X; for verbs, within their VP.

(-CRITERION (theta-criterion): This criterion states that every theta-role can only be assigned to at most one phrasal constituent XP, and every non-predicative phrasal constituent XP must be assigned at most one theta-role.

(-MARKING: The operation of assigning a (-role to an argument. (-marking occurs all within the projection of the predicates whose (-roles are being assigned.

ANTECEDENT-GOVERNMENT: a form of government, where a phrase raised to a higher position governs the trace it has left behind through a chain of local antecedent relations built via the successive movement operations it has performed.

A-POSITION: Any position where an argument is base-generated, plus the spec-IP position of syntactic subjects.

Â-POSITION: All positions which are not A-positions.

BASE-GENERATED POSITION: The position where an argument is generated in the syntactic structure, i.e. the position where it is (-marked, i,e, it is assigned its (-role. For example, the base generated position of the agentive subject of a transitive verb is usually specVP.
BINDING: The potential relation occurring between a pronominal or anaphoric item and its antecedent. An antecedent X binnds an item Y if and only if X and Y are co-indexed and X c-commands Y. For example, a subject might bind an anaphor, as in ‘John likes himself’. Likewise, a subject can bind a pronoun in another clause, as in “John said that Bill likes him”. Quantified expressions can bind each other, as in “Every man loves a woman”, which gives rise to a distributive interpretation where each man loves a distinct woman. Finally, moved constituents bind their own traces.  

C-COMMAND: A structural relation. A node A c-commands another node B if and only if the node immediately above A also dominates B. C-command has been found to be a fundamental relation of syntactic structures, governing a variety of phenomena, including Binding and Movement.

COMPLEMENT: Technically, the constituents that form the rightward or leftward sisters of a head. For example, the VP ‘walk’ is the complement of the Iº head ‘has’ in the expression ‘John has walked’. The term is also often used to refer to the object of a verb, or to a predicate’s internal arguments. 

COPULA:  The connecting auxiliary between the subject and its predicate, such as the auxiliary ‘is’ in the expressions  ‘John is a doctor’, or ‘John is wise’.
DERIVED SUBJECT: a subject which is not the thematic subject of the verb. In most cases this refers to a thematic object generated in object position and then raised to the surface subject position, i.e. spec-IP. See the entry for THEMATIC SUBJECT.

D-STRUCTURE: The structure of a clause prior to all movement, i.e. containing each constituent in its base-generated position.

ECP (Empty Category Principle). This principle governs the licensing of empty categories, i.e. the traces left behind by moving constituents, and any pronominal empty category such as Italian null subjects in some linguistic theories. The ECP requires that empty categories be governed either by a lexical item of the appropriate sort or through a chain of local movement relations by the moved phrase itself. 

ERGATIVE: A predicate, including verbs, that does not have a thematic subject. When it allows for a thematic object it does not assign case to the object.

EXTERNAL ARGUMENT: Yet another name for thematic subject.

GB: Government and Binding; this is the theoretical framework proposed by Chomsky in 1981. It maintains the existence of a universal grammar formed by a fixed set of inviolable principles responsible for the grammatical universals that hold across all langauges plus a fixed set of parameters accounting for linguistic variation across languages.

GOVERNMENT: A structural relation. A head X governs its complement and the specifier of its complement. 
For example, Iº governs VP and the specifier of VP. Under some definitions, government extends to the specifier of XP. For example, in some analyses Iº is allowed to govern specIP in null-subject languages. 
Government is usually invoked as a condition governing case-assignment, which must occurs under government by the case-assigning head. It is also innvoked as a licensing condition for movement operation: the trace left behind must be governed by an appropriate head or violates the ECP. 

INALIENABLY POSSESSED NP: An NP denoting an inherent part of a larger entity, such as the eyes, nose, ears, arm, leg of the human body.

INTERNAL ARGUMENT: Any argument of the verb or predicate which is not external, i.e. any argument except thematic subjects.

INTRANSITIVE: Predicates that have a subject but no internal arguments, such as to laugh. Traditional grammars, however, have used this term also for ergative verbs, whose object raises to subject position, and therefore appear to lack an object whereas what they actually lack is a thematic subject. From a linguistic point of view, ergatives are not intransitives, because they involve an object.

LEVEL (syntactic level): The D-structure and S-structure syntactic levels, i.e. the structure of the clause before and after movement has taken place. (I am here omitting the logical form and phonological form levels.)

MIDDLE: An English constructions in which thematic objects appear as subjects, possible only for some verbs when combined with specific adverbs.  Ex: This book reads easily.  Also: This dress wears easily.

MOVE- (move-alpha): Indicates the movement operation. Any instance of raising is an instance of the move-alpha operation, where ‘alpha’ is a variable, representing the constituent being moved.

OBLIQUES: Arguments of the verb which are realized via a prepositional phrase and not as direct objects.

PREDICATE: Any linguistic entity that can be predicated of a subject, including verbs, adjectives, and noun phrases.

SELECTED NP: An NP that undergoes the selectional restrictions of some predicate. A selected NP is in most cases also a subcategorized NP.

S (constituent): Equivalent to IP.

Š (constituent): Equivalent to CP.

S-STRUCTURE: The structure of a clause after all movement has occurred, including potential verb raising from V to Iº, and in passives and ergatives potential raising of the subject from the postverbal position to the spec-IP position.

SUBCATEGORIZED XPs of a predicate: those XPs that the predicate takes as arguments, and whose syntactic category is determined by the predicate itself. For ex, in ‘John put the vase on the table two days ago’, the NP ‘the vase’ and the PP ‘on the table’ are subcategorized by the verb put.

SUBJECT -ROLE: The thematic role assigned to the thematic subject. Having a subject -role is equivalent to having a thematic subject.

SURFACE SUBJECT: An XP that occurs as the syntactic subject of a clause, for example in spec-IP. Surface subjects are in most cases mentioned in contrast to thematic subjects when the surface subject and the thematic subject differs. See the explanation and examples for the entry THEMATIC SUBJECT.

THEMATIC OBJECT: The argument of a verb which is realized in object position. In ergative predicates the thematic object is not assigned case by the verb and must therefore raise to spec-IP to be assigned nominative case. 
Themes are typical thematic objects. For ex, in John likes Mary, the thematic object of like is ‘Mary’.

THEMATIC SUBJECT: The external argument of a verb generated in spec-VP. Thematic subjects are never realized in object position. Agents are typical thematic subjects. For ex, in John likes Mary, the thematic subject of like is ‘John’. 


The thematic subject of a verb need not be the same as its syntactic subject. Passives and ergative verbs lack a thematic subject. Their syntactic subject is the thematic object of the verb. For ex., in ‘John was seen by Mary’ , the noun ‘John’ is the thematic object of see but the syntactic and surface subject of the clause.


The following are all synonyms of ‘thematic subject’: underlying subject, D-structure subject. 

TRANSITIVE: The property characterizing predicates that take a subject and an object, such as to eat. Traditional grammars, however, have used this term only for verbs that can assign accusative case to their object, thus excluding ergative verbs from this class. 

UNACCUSATIVE: synonym of ERGATIVE.

UNERGATIVE: That is not ERGATIVE. Often used to indicate intransitive verbs which are not ergative, i.e. verbs with a thematic subject.
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