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1 - Revision

1. Constituent Structure

(1) Linguistic expressions show an internal constituent structure.

Pronouns, question/answer pairs, preposing all identify the same phrasal constituents.

Ex. 1: Provide the tree-structure representation of the following sentences.

a. Gli scienziati hanno avvistato un pianeta con un potente telescopio

The scientists have spotted a planet with a powerful telescope
b. Lavorare in Iraq è pericoloso

to-work in Iraq is dangerous
(2) Notions of Head, Specifier, Complement of a phrasal projection.
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Ex. 2: identify the head, specifier, and complement of each clausal functional projection in (1b) above.

2. Thematic Structure (a.k.a. Argument Structure)
(3) Lexical heads assign thematic roles (also called ‘theta roles’) to their arguments.

a. Theta roles determine the interpretation of the phrases to which they are assigned. They also determine the number of arguments available to a lexical head. 

(i) It rained 

(ii) It barked

(iii) She shot the bird









(iv) We gave tulips to everybody 

b. Theta roles impose selectional restrictions on the phrases they are assigned to, due to their interpretation:

(i) The time available to us was elapsing quickly

(ii) The train derailed

(iii) She explained the solution to her friends

c. Syntactic subcategorization – the syntactic category of the phrases receiving an internal theta role is lexically specified:

(i) They entered [the room]


vs.


Sono entrati [in camera].



(ii) They went [to Rome]




(iii) They spoke [about you] [to Mary]  

(4) Ex. 3 Identify all the thematic relations present in the two sentences below.
a.
Gianni pensa che Maria abbia mentito ad Andrea.



John believes that Mary him has lied to Andrew 


John believes that Mary has lied to Andrew
b. Sembra che pioverá
(it) seems that (it) will rain.
3. Movement 

(5) Thematic relations are local to the lexical head that assigns them.

The subject is base-generated in SpecVP, where it is assigned its thematic role. It then raises to SpecIP to get nominative case. It may, however, leave a quantifier behind revealing its original position.

[The students]i have [all ti ] laughed
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(6) Ex. 4: identify any subject and verb movement in the sentence below.

a.
Raising subject:



Gianni sembrava dormire










John seemed to sleep
4. Case assignment 

(7) Case morphology still visible on pronominal system:

Nominative:

I / he / she / we / they have laughed

Accusative:

You have seen me / him / her / us / them

Genitive: 


My / your / his /her /our / their book

(8) Verbs, Prepositions, finite Iº may all assign Case:

a. Nominative by finite Iº:

(i) She is [a doctor] / [happy] / [in Rome] / [laughing]













(ii ) I had worked really fast.

b. Accusative by Vº:


(i) Watch them!











(ii) Let me meet her

c. Oblique Case by Pº:


(i) John is with her











(ii) This is for him

(9) Nominal expressions MUST be assigned case. Non finite Iº cannot assign case, nominal subjects become possible only when a case-assigner is provided.

a.  English:

(i) *Them to finish the project in time would be surprising.






 (ii) For them to finish the project in time would be surprising 

b. Portuguese: 

(i) Agreementless infinitives: 
*Será
difícil 
[elesNom aprovar a proposta]









  











 (it) will-be difficult [they to-approve the proposal]

 It will be difficult for them to approve the proposal



   (ii) Agreement-full infinitives:
 Será   difícil   [elesNom aprovar-em a proposta]














(it) will-be difficult [they to-approve-3pl the proposal]

It will be difficult for them to approve the proposal

c. Nouns and adjectives do not assign case, therefore a case-assigning Pº is necessary for nominal 
complements.

(i) 

*She was proud him





vs.

She was proud of him

(ii) 
*The contemplation ourselves 

vs.

The contemplation of ourselves

(10) Ex.5 determine all case-assignment relations in the sentences below.

a. Gianni ha chiamato Maria

John has called Mary
b. Raising: 
Bill seems to like Linguistics

c.
Passive:
Bill was fired

d.
Unaccusative:
Gianni è caduto








John is fallen








John has fallen

5. Home assignment 

(11) Ex. 6 provide the syntactic structure of sentence (a) below, including all instances of head movement 

(here movement of the inflectional head) and phrasal movement (here movement of the subject).

a. Bill believes that Mary has already called.

Ex.7 identify all the thematic and case-assignment relations available in sentence (a) here above.

6. Textbooks 

The textbooks below offer a good introduction to linguistic theory from a generative perspective. Textbooks #1 and #2 are fairly similar, although textbook #2 is more recent and up-to-date and focuses on the grammar of English. Textbook #3 provides a very careful explanation of how syntactic trees are assembled together. Textbook #4 extends to other fields of linguistics, such as Phonetics, Phonology, and Semantics. 
1. Liliane Haegeman. 1994. Introduction to Government and Binding Theory. Blackwell.
2. Liliane Haegeman, Jacqueline Guéron. 1999. English Grammar. A Generative Perspective. Blackwell.
3. Andrew Carnie. 2002. Syntax. A Generative Introduction. Blackwell.

4. Victoria A. Fromkin. 2000. An Introduction to Linguistic Theory. Blackwell.
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