X255 – Issues in Italian Syntax

Instructor: Vieri Samek-Lodovici
_____________________

Email:
ucljvsl@ucl.ac.uk
_____________________

Office and office hours:  Mon 5-6, Thu 12-1_(valid for 2005-06) ____________________

Coursework: Readings, Homework.

Assessment:  Three-hour examination

Content: 

· What constitutes the grammar of Italian? Is it the mere listing of the syntactic constructions available in this language typically found in descriptive grammars? Or are its constructions related to each others, in which case the grammar should be a model that reveals and represents the linguistic principles that underlie and shape those constructions and their relations?

· How distinct and unrelated are the grammars of different languages? What makes Italian Italian and English English, and what is instead common to both? 

Goal: By the end of the course, you will attain a better understanding of the universal principles determining the syntax of Italian and other languages as well as some distinctive properties distinguishing Italian from English and other languages. You will also be able to use them to analyze the syntax of a significant variety of Italian linguistic expressions.

Topics:
1. Constituent Structure (X’-theory, revision)

2. Verbs and their arguments (thematic marking)

3. Subject, Object, and Verb movement (phrasal and head movement)

4. The analysis of interrogative sentences (Wh-movement)

5. The analysis of passives and auxiliary selection (Case theory)

6. Null subjects: typology and licensing conditions.

7. Postverbal subjects: licensing discourse factors and appropriate representation. 

Suggested textbooks:

The textbooks below offer a good introduction to linguistic theory from a generative perspective. Textbooks #1 and #2 are fairly similar, although textbook #2 is more recent and up-to-date and focuses on the grammar of English. Textbook #3 provides a very careful explanation of how syntactic trees are assembled together. Textbook #4 extends to other fields of linguistics, such as Phonetics, Phonology, and Semantics. 
1. Liliane Haegeman. 1994. Introduction to Government and Binding Theory. Blackwell.
2. Liliane Haegeman, Jacqueline Guéron. 1999. English Grammar. A Generative Perspective. Blackwell.
3. Andrew Carnie. 2002. Syntax. A Generative Introduction. Blackwell.
4. Victoria A. Fromkin. 2000. An Introduction to Linguistic Theory. Blackwell.
