1 – Revision X'-Theory

1. Words of Distinct Categories

(1) Words sharing a common set of grammatical properties belong to the same category.

Lexical Categories: (referential meaning, open class, new members allowed):

Vº=Verbs: 
denote actions; share similar morphology (agreement, tense, mode); 

may occur as predicates in a sentence.
Nº=Nouns: 
denote things, concepts, places, times, event; share similar morphology 

(i.e. plural); may occur as arguments (i.e. as subjects) in a sentence.

Aº=Adjectives: denote properties; share morphology (comparative, superlative, adverbial);



 May occur as predicates, may modify nouns.

Pº=Prepositions (closed class): denote temporal and spatial relations; no morphology, 

   but syntactic relations similar to those of other lexical classes

Functional Categories: (grammatical function, closed class, new members disallowed):

Dº=Determiner: expresses number and definiteness: i bambini (children), 

una macchina (car)

Iº=Inflection:
 expresses sentential tense as well as agreement features: 

mang-er-ó (eat.Fut.1sg)
mang-iav-amo (eat.Past.1pl) 

Cº=Complementizer: introduces a clause: 


Credo [che mangeró] 

(I think [that I will-eat])
[che tu parta] addolora tutti noi 
([that you leave] pains all (of) us)

Mi chiede se noi partiremo

(She asks me whether we will leave)
Ex 1:  Determine the syntactic category of each word in the following sentences.




  D    N      I      V


Example:
The cats have eaten

a. Southern Italians will emigrate to Germany

b. We think that John should leave on Sunday

c. Gianni mangi-ava biscotti   

John ate biscuits

2. Phrase Structure (a.k.a. Constituent Structure)

(3) Each lexical and functional item acts as the head of a phrasal projection (also called ‘maximal 

     projection’). Many linguistic operations –such as pronominalization, answers to questions,  

     displacement of a phrase to the front or end of a clause– target phrasal projections.

Head:


Vº
Nº
Aº
Pº
Dº
Iº
Cº


Projected Phrase:
VP
NP
AP
PP
DP
IP
CP

Lexical projections preserve the main referential properties of their lexical heads, while functional projections preserve the grammatical properties contributed by functional heads.

Linguistic expressions are composed by phrasal projections (also called phrasal constituents). Every phrasal constituent MUST be headed by an item of the corresponding category. Let us consider together the constituent structure representation for the expressions below. Note how functional projections always come on top of lexical projections.

Ex.2 – Provide the tree-structure representation for the underlined constituents listed below.

a.    Gianni mangia sempre pane  



 John always eats bread
b.    Gianni beve volentieri un bicchiere  



 John drinks happily a glass (of wine)
c.
Luca era orgoglioso. 


Luke was proud.

d.
Luca era orgoglioso di noi. 


Luke was proud of us.

e.
Gianni ha già bevuto diverse bottiglie

John has already drunk many bottles
f.
Gianni ha già bevuto diverse bottiglie


John has already drunk many bottles
g.
Che Marco avesse rubato i biscotti, lo sapevano tutti.


 That Mark had stolen the biscuits, it knew all


 That Mark had stolen the biscuits, everybody knew it

Ex.3 – Determine the syntactic category of the underline constituents listed below.

a.    Per il nostro film cerchiamo bambini con gli occhi verdi  



 For the our film (we) seek children with the eyes green
b.
I bambini che giocavano in giardino sono andati via


The children that played in garden are gone away

c.
Luca aveva gli occhi chiari. 


Luke had the eyes bright.
d.
Vogliamo andare a Roma


(We) want to-go to Rome

e.
Siamo andati a Roma

 (We) are gone to Rome


 We went to Rome

f.
Marco aveva rubato i biscotti, lo sapevano tutti.


 Mark had stolen the biscuits, it knew all


 Mark had stolen the biscuits, everybody knew it

g.
Che tu non volessi partire lo sapevano tutti


That you not wanted to-leave it knew all


That you did not want to leave, everybody knew it.

Ex.4 – Provide the tree-structure representation for the English sentence below.


a. The boy with the blue jacket has said that John will escape.

 

b. Smoking is unhealthy
Ex. 5 – Provide the appropriate syntactic representation for each of the following sentences.

a. We would recommend that you leave London

b. Lavorare in Iraq è pericoloso
To-work in Iraq is dangerous

c. Gli scienziati hanno avvistato un pianeta con un potente telescopio

The scientists have spotted a planet with a powerful telescope

d. Gli scienziati hanno avvistato un pianeta con un’atmosfera respirabile

The scientists have spotted a planet with an atmosphere breathable

e. Gianni è matto

John is crazy
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