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TURN OVER
ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM ALL SECTIONS AS INSTRUCTED BELOW.

SECTION A – Language Acquisition. 

Answer the following two questions (1 and 2). Each question should be answered in the spaces provided below.
1. Describe one empirical observation concerning language acquisition that clearly supports the claim that children develop and use a grammatical system of their own rather than simply directly imitating the speech of adults.

2. Determine which of these statement concerning the acquisition of one’s own mother tongue is true or false by ticking the relevant box.

a. On average, becoming a perfectly fluent native speaker of 

any language requires exposition to that language during the 

initial 10 to 16 years of age.




( True
( False

b. Correction and direct instruction by adults has little or no effect
 

on a child’s linguistic performance during the first

few years of the language acquisition period.


( True
( False

c. Children’s mistakes during the first few years of language

 

acquisition are random and unsystematic.


.
( True
( False

d. All children go through a regular sequence of acquisition phases,  

correlated with age and other aspects of development. 

( True
( False
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SECTION B - Morphology. Answer ALL questions (3, 4, and 5). 
3. Identify the stem, prefixes, and suffixes, of each listed word, distinguishing between derivational and inflectional suffixes.

Stem:

Prefixes:
Derivational

Inflectional





Suffixes:

Suffixes:

E.g.1: lockable 


Lock

    –

    -able

       –


E.g.2: reconsidered

consider
   re-

       –


      -ed

a. softly
_______
_______
___________
____________

b. Italians
_______
_______
___________
____________

c. unglued
_______
_______
___________
____________

d. insanity
_______
_______
___________
____________

e. healthier
_______
_______
___________
____________

f. self-protection
_______
_______
___________
____________

4. Provide the tree-structure representation for the morphological decomposition of the two words in (a) and (b) below. Label each morpheme and each node of the tree with the appropriate category. For prefixes, you may use ‘PRE’. 

a. Unfriendly 




b. Dehumanising  


CONTINUE

5. Provide the tree-structure representation for the morphological decomposition for the compounds in (a) and (b) below. Label each morpheme and each node of the tree with the appropriate category.

a. accident-prone



b. couch-potato culture  
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SECTION C - Phrasal Constituency and Syntactic Structures. 

Answer ALL of the following four questions (6, 7, 8, 9, and 10). 

6. Provide the syntactic category of each underlined word in the sentences below, and determine whether the category is lexical or functional. 








Category:      

Class:

E.g.1:  John will meet Mary.
V 


Lexical


E.g.2: John will meet Mary.
I

  
Functional

a. Some students did not show up.
___

________________

b. We would prefer something hot.
___

________________

c. John would like to go home.
___

________________

d. He walked across the street.
___

________________

7. Provide the syntactic category of each underlined word in the sentences below, and determine whether the category is lexical or functional. 









Category:      

Class:

E.g.1:  You don’t need to pay.

V 


Lexical


E.g.2:  We needn’t reserve seats.

I

  
Functional

a. We would like to dance.

___


________________

b. Have you seen Mary?

___


________________

c. The school does not have adequate sport facilities.
___


________________

d. Did you have a good holiday?

___


________________

8. Determine whether the underlined expression in the following four sentences is a phrasal constituent, and if so provide its syntactic category and its head as in the examples given. 








NO:

YES:    Category:      Head:

E.g.1:  John will meet Mary.


   -

Yes     
   VP
          
meet

E.g.2: The dog bit a cat.



 No

   -
     -
             -

a. John has called his mother.


___

___     
  ___
          _____

b. John has called his mother.


___

___     
  ___
          _____

c. She bought a very beautiful red shirt.

___

___     
  ___
          _____

d. She bought a very beautiful red shirt.

___

___     
  ___
          _____


CONTINUE

9. Determine the syntactic category of the underlined phrasal expression in the following four sentences. 









        Category:      

E.g.1:  John will meet Mary.


   

_VP_
          

E.g.2: The dog bit a cat.



 

_DP_

a. I would like to travel around the world.


_____

b. John had already left.





_____

c. She is very proud of her children.



_____

d. She wanted to live far away from her sisters.


_____

10. Provide the tree-structure representation for each of the two sentences below. 

Make sure that each word and phrase is labelled with the appropriate category. 

a.  Mary has denied that she has seen the murderer.   
b.  Do you speak Italian?

END OF PAPER
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