                                                                                                                  Information Systems Management Targets

This module takes a management perspective to Information Systems in organisations and markets.  Data Management is treated in some depth and Object -Oriented analysis and Design methods introduced in Information Systems Concept are further explored.. Project Management for Information Systems is a major part of the unit as are Quality and Career Management.

Profile

Lecturers: Dr Dave Wilson and Dr Xuelong Li

Pre-requisites: Information Systems Concepts

Course Duration: 1 x 3hr lecture per week for 11 weeks (1 term)

Aims
On successful completion of this module you will: -

· Be able to reduce data structures to the 3rd Normal Form in relation to their use in applications;

· Understand the migration of systems of objects from Analysis to Designed architectures, packages and components;

· Understand theories of Information System Development Project Management and be able to draw up and revise realistic project planning artefacts e.g. PERT networks and Gannt Charts;

· Understand the importance of Quality and Testing in IS Development Projects;

· Have an understanding of the various roles and career paths an IS developer needs to Manage;

· Have a view on various approaches to Knowledge Management. 

Assessment

This module is assessed by coursework (25%) and a two-hour examination (75%).

Recommended Reading

Bennett S, McRobb S & Farmer R Object-oriented Systems Analysis & Design using UML McGraw-Hill ISBN 0-07- 709864-1

Supplementary papers will be provided.

Lecture one went above my head. There are no assignments but a test in October, November, December which counts as coursework. I have put the dates for all of the tests in my telephone, the start date for each test is the day after the previous test and for test one it is the day after the first class. Each entry has an alarm to go off at 11.00am each day until the test. I photocopied chapter 18 of the book and the multiple questions from the website. I also printed a section from wikipedia on normalization.
8th October

I read a wiki article on normalization and chapter 18 of Bennett & McRobb. There is a gap in my knowledge about object oriented programming and how that fits in with Databases.  I need to get a book on databases (I have found several titles on the University College London and BBK library catalogues.  I will be taking Monday 9th October off to prepare the learning materials for my test on the 26th). By the 6th I should have read the chapter in French - completed. I will need to start my home work earlier, so that by the time it comes to the class I would already have discussed the subject several times. My study has to be more practical based for me to be able to get the idea behind what I am trying to learn.   
Lecture 3 was good – though it went over my head.  I need to concentrate on the exercises and have a go at them before Thursday 19th.  I will look at Wikipedia.
18th October 2006

I have just sat down to attempt the ISM week two homework – “develop high level state machines for the classes title & copy”. I wrote in my notes last week that I should get a book on UML, I did so and looked up some of the main concepts that were mentioned in the lecture, to my surprise there is information on state machines in the UML book, there is even a chapter dedicated to the subject.
What I will do from now on is just leap into the homework.  I spent Saturday reading the chapter and did not even look at the homework – infact neither the homework nor the lecture made any sense.  What I will not next time is read the chapter before the lecture and then launch into the homework the day after the lecture, that way I will be exposed to the research material quite early on and can speak to a member of staff days before the home work is due.

I used some of the reading that I did tonight to clarify what the homework is asking me to do and to answer some questions that I had written in my class notes.

I may have to start reading the recommended chapter before class -I have resisted doing so thus far due to a lack of time and not understanding anything to do with UML but I must try it and see for the week commencing 31st October.
26th October 2006

I did not do the homework this work, partly because I was preparing for the test.  Even more importantly when the answers were being explained I found that actually I did not know what was going on, this was because I had not even had a look at the homework exercises.  Next time I must look over the homework at least, even if I do not attempt it. We will have a new lecturer next week and he will be lecturing on Middleware. I must tidy up my notes for Dave Wilson’s portion of the course. The test that I will be preparing for, for this new guy is worth 15% and revision must start from class one. The steps that I will take is; use the class objectives to focus my research, photocopy/read the recommended reading, speak to a member of staff about the information and then practice practice, practice. Oh and stuff has stopped going over my head now.
2nd November

The lecture went on until 21hrs. I had found the lecture notes and read part one of the notes, forgetting that the lecture is usually delivered in two halves. I did some reading on middleware from the internet. I spent some time over the weekend reading some wiki articles on application/web servers,  RFID and will give some time to reading before the next lecture. The lecture seemed to be quite broad, I will use the lecture objectives to focus.  We have  a test in two weeks time on Middleware.

