Test preparation

	Test  Date
	26 October 2006

	Test preparation start Date

What type of test is it going to be e.g. multiple choice?

What date will the test be taking place on?

What will the test cover?

(Spend 7-15 hours studying)
	6th October 2006

Not sure

26th October 2006

Normalization

	Identify the gaps in your knowledge.  What do I need to find out?
	What is normalisation? What are the steps for normalisation 1NF, 2NF,3NF?

	Conversation Date


	9th/18th/19th October 2006

	Research Date

(Get reading materials)
	20th & 23rd October 2006

	Reading

Read course notes weekly and make sure that you understand them

(Tidy up & add to course notes

Highlight and outline the book chapters)
	French chapter on databases
Systems Analysis and Design 

K. Kendall J. Kendall

SSADM Version 4; a practical approach M.Goodland C.Slater

Relational Database design clearly explained J.L Harrington

Designing database applications with objects and rules S.Ceri P. Fraternali

Handbook of relational database design Fleming C.C

	Revising

(shuffle study cards around. Learn the information on the back of the card and have a key word on the front.)

For computing or maths tests do problem questions

Identify any problem types that you cannot do

Do more problems the more you practise the more you recall
	

	Writing/test examples


	Really only spent the time making lots of notes from the reading material.

	Actual completion date


	Kept reading up until the 24th and then I was just too tired.

	Expected Grade
	2

	Actual Grade
	


Notes or comments

I spent some time over 8-9th October and 14-15th October reading the chapters.  The information really began to hit home when I sat and spoke to work colleagues about Normalisation.  I have decided to attend the Designing and Developing websites course on the 18th&19th October to really get to grips with normalisation.

Although I have put reminders on the phone that I should prepare for the test, no concrete steps have been defined.  I must decide what I want to achieve by when so that my preparation is more effective.

I took the first days leave on Friday 20th October. I did not plan the day until about 5am. The concrete steps that I should have planned during the time when I first put the “prep” reminders in my diary were to keep focused on the test and learn each lectures items as I went along. E.g read an understand the handouts and class notes and begin learning them so that my Monday 23rd I could be writing answers to questions.  I will plan the FA1 test in this way.  I need to focus on what is being required at each assessment point. E.g on Thursday 26th October I am going to be test on the information from lecture and recommended reading from weeks 1-3 of my lectures and my “prep” should have been to get to grips with the material. 

When I looked at my phone at 5am I realised that the list of things to do actually made the day look like a “catch-up day”, lets fit in all the things that I have not been able to do in this day. I moved all tasks that could wait to the following day and listed all the tasks that needed to be done today from 1-12.  I got into to work by 10.10 and starting a few things that needed to be done.  It seems like I do have some of the references that I am supposed to have. I would have like to read stuff before talking to a colleague but we will see how it goes – this may very well turn out to be a researching and note pulling together day.

 Another thing that I realise is that I was planning to spend time reading lots 

of information that was not required e.g. I had researched lots of books on normalisation.  This reading can best be saved as preparation for the exam.  It turns our that the test is going to be part multiple choice and part one word answers that there will be nothing on normalisation – or no practical exercises on normalization anyway.

As predicted Friday 20th October turned out to be a research day. I organised my notes and spent 90 minutes trying to source the background reading it would have been better if I had spent previous weeks looking for the reading material and perhaps I would have better understood the class material.

It does not seem like I am wrapping up my work and bringing it to a complete close.  The weeks do connect but it would be good if I could do all reading, get all references and tidy up all notes at the end of each week so that it is a neat bundle ready to use when I go back to it.

It is Thursday 26th October, |I have not done any revision today and yesterday I just spent some time looking at wikipedia.  It is clear to me now that I am not doing enough concrete planning and practising from week to week. I have also not done my ISM homework for this week.

Well I had the test yesterday – turns out that it was only worth 5 marks, we were told this at the beginning but I forgot.  Thing is with this test is that we had to read all lecture notes, all book references and only for 5%. I need to look at giving things a weighting or level of importance.  I heard a member of staff complaining about all of the work that they had put in.  The lesson that I have learnt from this test preparation is that I need to practise what we are being taught in class, I need to write concrete steps for my prep – having reminders is not enough. Time put aside for revision is better served by doing practice questions and examples rather than reading and making copious notes.

The next thing that I have to do is go through all of the notes. Get all of the book references – photocopy the relevant chapters and start learning it for the exam.  I found that in week 1 I was recording the concepts onto the PDA without actually understanding the material.  This time would have been better spent on the internet doing tutorials and reading material that would have helped me prepare for the test, do the homework and be able to answer questions in class.  We will not be seeing the lecturer again and so if I do not tidy up the material now the next time I get a chance to look at it will be in the revision time, just before the exam.

Some other study skills practises that I must begin to implement is that I must take a copy of the chapter for that week’s lecture to the lecture. I should use the “what I will learn from this lecture” to focus and I must practise from week to week. When I was preparing for this test, I spent a lot of time thinking about normalisation, this was an aspect of what we learned but it was only about 10%. As the lecturer told us what the test was going to be on I should have made a revised list of targets and have ticked those off as the classes progressed to make sure that everything was being covered from week to week for the test.

