


CYPEREACEAE  DQFuller 14.xii.2006 

 
 
Traditional subfamily groups: 
SCIRPOIDEAE / CYPEROIDEAE 
 Cyperus, Eriophorum, Scirpus (incl. Isolepis), Bulboschoenus Eleocharis, 
Fimbrystylis, Bulbostylis 
 Many flowered spikelets, always bisexual 
RHYNCHOSPOROIDEAE 
 Rhynchospora, Scirpodendron, Cladium, Scleria, Schleria & Mapania 
 One or two-floweres racmes in small heads 

[inclueds oddly shaped & extra hard nutlets] 
 [Mapania is now separated from the rest in a separate subfamily based on 

genetics] 
CARICOIDEAE 
 Carex, Uncinia, Kobresia, Cymophyllus 
 Flowers usually unisexual, naked in many flowered spikes 
 

Cyperaceae within the 
Poales order {from the 
Angiosperm 
Phylogeny website} 
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Basic sedge flowers & fruit (from Le Maout & Decaisne System of Botany, English 
translation by Hooker & Hooker 1873) 

 

 
 
 all Scirpus (old synonyms include Blysmus & Malacochoete)
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Scirpoideae & Caricoideae gestalt morphology 
 

 
 


