English-Chinese glossary: Cereal & grass terminology
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You should be familiar with these terms and the distinctions between them.

Grass family = Poaceae (older name: Graminae) RZA<F}

Culm ¥F Leaf or blade M5
Leaf sheath M4
Ligule &5
Roots 18 Rhizome 1RIRZE Stolon 8%

Infloresence T&/F
Panicle (e.g. rice, oats, millets, especially Panicum)

EH#EF (WFE &E, DR, BIRRE)
Spike or Ear (e.g. pearl millet, wheat/barley/rye)
B (WBKRR, MNEIAZR/IREX)
Pedicels or rachis T&4E / %
Spikelet /N &
Rachilla /%
Rachilla may have bristles, e.g. in Setaria N EMHENERIENREERE
Bract B
Glumes (outer bracts) #i ( AAEH )
G1= lower glume, G,= upper glume G; = A# G,=4\#
Lemma (upper or dorsal surface of grain) Z\ %
Palea (lower or ventral surface of grain) A%

Awn.T=
Awns are not always present. In wheat, “bearded” wheat has awns.

(spiklets may sometimes be joined in an involucre, e.g. in job’s tears/ Coix or pearl millet/ Pennisetum;
in Pennisetum the involcre has a pedicel with many bristles at its apex: a similar structure is found in
related wild grasses such as Cenchrus)

(ERBEEPE—NEERN , WEB/Coix. BESR/Pennisetum, JREEEBHNEEE — 1Mt
B, MRETFERE ; Z— P RUEHNEXBERERERERE



Spikelet contains flower (with anthers and pistils)BE &% ( FEHEAMMES )

Or when mature, contains grain. RE/E , AR (FF )
Grain: dorsal surface with scutellum/ embryo iR & A &5/ X

Ventral surface with hilum, sometimes with furrow BEERE T , BrtAE A

Hilum and scutellum are considered the grain base; the other end is the apex JEXZB/TREZBHY X 2
In wild grasses, spikelet should disarticulate (shatter) B4 R E B R 1% B 3155 H o









